
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

George Gordon First Nation 

 

Post-Secondary Program Inc. 

 

Student Policy Manual 
 
 

        

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

George Gordon First Nation Post-Secondary  

Student Policy Manual – August 2021 
 

 

1 

Table of Contents 

Preamble .................................................................................................................... 2 

Values ........................................................................................................................ 3 

Vision ......................................................................................................................... 3 

Mission ....................................................................................................................... 3 

1.0 Introduction...................................................................................................... 4 

2.0 Definitions ........................................................................................................ 4 

3.0 Application Process........................................................................................... 6 

4.0 Eligibility of Support ......................................................................................... 8 

5.0 Priorities for Approval of Applications .............................................................. 8 

6.0 Obligations of Administering the Organization .................................................. 9 

7.0 Obligations of Students ..................................................................................... 9 

8.0 Limits of Support ............................................................................................ 10 

9.0      Eligible Expense Support ................................................................................ 12 

10.0   Accountability of Students ............................................................................... 18 

11.0    Appeal Process ................................................................................................ 19 

12.0   Grievance Procedure ....................................................................................... 19 

13.0   Student Meetings ............................................................................................. 19 

14.0   Student Registry/Confidentiality ...................................................................... 19 

15.0   Student Contract ............................................................................................. 20 

16.0   Social Media Policy ......................................................................................... 20 

17.0   Policy Review .................................................................................................. 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

George Gordon First Nation Post-Secondary  

Student Policy Manual – August 2021 
 

 

2 

Preamble 
 

This policy manual provides information regarding the administration of the George 

Gordon First Nation Post-Secondary Program (GGPSP).   It is issued under the authority 

of the George Gordon First Nation Council and has been approved by the George Gordon 

First Nation Post-Secondary Program Inc. Board of Directors. 

 

The GGPSP is supported through Indigenous Services Canada Post-Secondary Student 

Support Program (PSSP).  The primary objective of the PSSP is to assist eligible 

registered band members to gain access to post-secondary education, to graduate with the 

skills and competencies needed to pursue individual careers and to contribute to the 

achievement of the George Gordon First Nation self-government.  A Statement of 

Values, Vision and the GGPSP Mission statement further elaborates on the objectives of 

the GGPSP. 

 

The program is intended to provide financial assistance to eligible registered band 

members towards the costs of their post-secondary education. 

 

Students are encouraged to read and retain this policy manual for reference purposes.  It 

outlines the terms and conditions for which eligible support funding will be provided to 

students attending approved post-secondary institutions and the conditions by which 

students and the George Gordon First Nation will work together in furthering the 

individual and collective educational goals of the George Gordon First Nation members. 

This policy manual outlines: 

 

 The criteria to be met by students in order to qualify for financial assistance; 

 The types and maximum levels of allowance available through this program; 

 The maximum duration of assistance that may be provided by the GGPSP while a 

student attends a post-secondary education program; 

 The role of the GGPSP in preparing students for post-secondary studies. 

 

This policy manual shall serve as the operating guidelines for the GGPSP while 

administering this program.     

 

The address for the George Gordon First Nation Post-Secondary Administration office is: 

 

Mail: George Gordon First Nation Post-Secondary Program 

 P.O. Box 248 

 Punnichy, Saskatchewan  

S0A 3C0 

 Phone:   1-306-835-2232  

Fax:  1-306-835-2036 

 E-Mail: postsec@ggfn.ca 

 

mailto:postsec@ggfn.ca
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Values 

 
Sense of Identity 

It is important to the people of George Gordon First Nation to reestablish traditional 

teachings, language and culture. 

 

Our People 

It is important to the people of George Gordon First Nation to strive for self-respect and 

respect for others.  We are committed to providing meaningful education and life-long 

learning opportunities for all our people. 

 

Sense of Community/Community Unity 

George Gordon First Nation will continue to nurture the unity of our people through 

support for individual and collective endeavors. 

 

Quality of Life 

George Gordon First Nation will remain committed to a higher quality of life for all 

members through ensuring excellence in housing, water quality and community safety.  

We will continue to protect the health of our natural environment. 

 

Good Leadership 

The people of George Gordon First Nation value strong responsible leadership that is 

accountable and committed to meaningful communication with the membership. 

 

Treaty Rights 

George Gordon First Nation is committed to protecting and asserting its Treaty rights. 

 

Vision 

 
Together we will build our future on the values, knowledge and potential of all our 

people by encouraging a balanced approach to life-long learning. 

 

Mission 

 
It is the mission of the George Gordon First Nation Post-Secondary Program Inc. to 

encourage and support eligible members to acquire university, technical or professional 

certification so that they can become economically self-sufficient and develop their 

individual potential to further their own aspirations and contribute to the economic 

progress of the Gordon First Nation community. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 

1.1 The George Gordon First Nation assert that post-secondary education is a Treaty 

Right and nothing in its acceptance of administrative responsibility for the George 

Gordon First Nation Post-Secondary Program Inc. (hereinafter referred to as 

“GGPSP”) abridges that right nor the trust or fiduciary responsibility of the 

Government of Canada towards Treaty First Nations. 

 

1.2 The GGPSP encourages Gordon First Nation members’ potential for growth by 

providing access to post-secondary education. It is intended to provide financial 

support to Treaty/Status First Nation students who pursue studies at recognized 

post-secondary institutions based on eligibility and availability of funds. It is 

recognized and understood that each student who is assisted through the GGPSP 

assumes a personal responsibility to use his or her best efforts to successfully 

complete their program of study for which financial support has been sought and 

granted. 

 

1.3 The George Gordon First Nation Post-Secondary Administration Office 

(hereinafter referred to as the “GGPSP Administration Office”) is the 

administrating organization of the GGPSP.   

 

1.4 The George Gordon First Nation Post-Secondary Program (GGPSP) Board of 

Directors (hereinafter referred to as the "Directors") is the decision-making body 

on all matters pertaining to the operation of the George Gordon First Nation Post-

Secondary Program (GGPSP). 

 

1.5 The GGPSP is operated by the George Gordon First Nation Post-Secondary 

Program (GGPSP), which is a corporate body administered by the GGPSP 

Administration office. 

 

2.0 Definitions 
 

2.1  When used in this policy and any attached appendix the following terms shall 

have the meanings: 

 

(a) “Treaty/Status First Nation student” or “student” means any person who 

is registered as a member of the George Gordon First Nation and who has 

applied for and been granted support under the GGPSP. 

 

(b) “Post-Secondary Education” means a program of studies offered by a post-

secondary institution for which completion of secondary school studies (i.e.: 

grade 12) or equivalent is a pre-requisite. 
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(c) “Program of study” or “program of studies” – shall mean any post-

secondary program as offered by a post-secondary institution which leads to 

the granting of a Doctorate, Master, Degree, Diploma or Certificate from the 

post-secondary institution. 

 

(d)  “Post-secondary institution” – means any institution which grants 

Doctorate, Master, Degrees, Diplomas or Certificates and which is licensed by 

provincial or state authorities as a post-secondary institution and which has 

been recognized by the Eligible Institute list.  A List of Designated 

Educational Post-secondary approved Institutions can be found on the 

www.canlearn.ca website. 

 

(e) “Full-time student” – shall be defined by the institution. 

 

(f) “Part- time student” – shall be defined by the institution.         

 

(g) “Academic year” – shall be as defined by the post-secondary institution for 

which the student has applied for and been accepted but in any event shall be 

no less than eight (8) months in duration.  

 

(h) “Short Courses” – shall be defined as a three (3) month or longer program on 

the Eligible Institute List which leads to a Certificate or Diploma.  

 

(i) “Semester” – means the parts of the academic year as defined by the post-

secondary institution (University) for which the student will be required to 

attend classes for the purposes of completion of their program of study.  In 

most cases, semesters shall cover four (4) periods throughout the academic 

year, which include the Fall semester (from September to December), the 

Winter semester (from January to April), Spring semester (from May to June) 

and Summer semester (from July to August).  Semesters may vary as per 

institute. 

 

(j) “Dependent” – means any child that is under eighteen (18) years of age and 

is solely dependent upon the student. 

 

(k) “Waitlist” – means a list compiled by the GGPSP Board of Directors of 

unapproved application forms received on or before the May 30th deadline. 

The wait list is created and in effect from June 15th to January 15th.  All 

applications will be placed in the appropriate priority group and based on date 

of receipt of application. 

 

(l) “Disability” – any student with a disability, which has been documented by a 

licensed Medical Practitioner. 

http://www.canlearn.ca/
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(m)  “ABE 12/Adult 12” – completion of Adult Basic Education 12, Adult 12 or 

Grade 12. 

 

(n)  “GED 12” – completion of grade 12 equivalency Diploma. 
 

(o) “Private programs” – means a program that is unaccredited, with courses, 

curriculum, and/or programs that are NOT transferable to other post-

secondary institutions.  
 

(p) “Practicum” and “Internship” – means a program where students spend 

alternate semesters engaged in employment that is closely related to and 

enhances their academic studies. 

 

3.0 Application Process 
 

3.1 Applying for enrolment to the post-secondary institution shall be the student’s 

responsibility and the rules set by the institution.  Students can receive 

counselling support from their institution’s academic counselling staff or by 

contacting the GGPSP administration office. 

 

3.2 Applying for GGPSP Funding: 

 

(a) All new students shall be required to submit a new application for sponsorship 

annually. It shall be the students’ responsibility to keep informed of 

application deadlines and of all eligibility criteria and requirements for 

funding.  

 

(b) All continuing students must submit a continuing application annually along 

with their marks from the previous semester. 

 

3.3 Deadline Dates: 

 

(a) Fall/Winter Semesters – on or before May 31st of the calendar year prior to 

commencement of classes at the post-secondary institution. 

 

(b) Spring or Summer Semesters – on or before March 15th of the calendar year 

prior to commencement of classes at the post-secondary institution. 

 

3.4 Documents Required: 

 

Each student shall provide to the GGPSP Administration office, no later than 

thirty (30) calendar days prior to the start of classes, the following documents: 
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(a)  First Time Student: 

 

i. an official transcript of the student’s high school marks from the 

provincial department of education; a certificate from a high school 

will not be accepted.                

                      

ii. a copy of the student’s Certificate of Indian Status Card. 

 

iii. a signed waiver form to access student information. 

 

iv. letter of acceptance from a recognized post-secondary institution.  

 

v. class registration confirmation upon approval of funding.  

 

vi. copy of the Revenue Canada Child Tax letter that verifies their 

dependents. 

 

vii. direct deposit authorization form. 

 

viii. tracking sheet/degree works – list of required courses for your program 

of study. 

 

(b) Continuing Sponsorship: 
 

Students applying for ongoing sponsorship shall be required to provide an 

OFFICIAL transcript of marks prior to the following dates: 

  

i. January of each academic year for the previous Fall semester. 

 

ii. May of each academic year for the previous Winter semester. 

 

iii. One month after completion of any Spring/Summer semester. 
 

iv. Registration of classes.  

 

v. A signed waiver form to access student information (i.e.: marks, 

registration – if attending Spring/Summer semester). 

 

(c) All other students applying for ongoing sponsorship shall be required to 

provide an OFFICIAL transcript of marks one month after completion of their 

program. 

 

(d) It shall be the responsibility of each student to provide his or her transcripts of 

marks to the GGPSP Administration office within the specified time frame or 

upon availability. 
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(e) Failure to provide the above information will result in the student being 

denied sponsorship under the GGPSP.  Further, any student providing false or 

misleading information on their application form or any supporting documents 

may be subject to loss of all current and future sponsorship under the GGPSP. 
 

 

4.0 Eligibility of Support 
 

4.1 To be eligible for support an applicant must: 

 

(a) Be a registered member of the George Gordon First Nation. 
 

(b) Must have a Grade 12, ABE 12, Adult 12, or equivalent GED 12. 

 

(c) Be enrolled in program of studies that is at least (8) months in duration with a 

grade 12 pre-requisite; leading to a certificate, diploma, degree or trade. 
 

(d) Be enrolled in a Short Course program of three (3) months or longer which 

leads to a Certificate or Diploma.  

 

 

5.0 Priorities for Approval of Applications 
 

5.1 Applications for support will be assessed according to the following priority 

structure. 

 

(a) Group 1 Priority: 
 

i. Continuing students who meet the minimum grade average for 

ongoing sponsorship. 

  

(b) Group 2 Priority: 
 

i. Students who have completed secondary school studies (i.e.: Grade 

12, Adult 12, ABE 12) and who are applying for a program of 

study for the first time. 

   

(c) Group 3 Priority: 
 

i. Students returning to their original program of study after a leave 

of absence for authorized medical or personal reasons.  

 

(d) Group 4 Priority:  
 

i. GED 12 and who are applying for a program of study for the first 

time. 
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(e) Group 5 Priority: 

 

i. Level I – Returning Students to the same program 

ii. Level II – Returning Students to the same program 

iii. Level I – Returning Students to a different program  

iv. Level II – Returning Students to a different program  

v. Level III and Level IV – Masters and Professional Studies and 

Ph.D. and Post Ph. D. Students  

 

Students applying for a Master’s or Doctorate degree may be eligible for tuition, 

books and materials/supplies. 

 

5.2 Where the volume of eligible students exceeds the budgetary limits, the waitlist 

shall be kept active until January 15th.  The GGPSP Board of Directors will 

review the waitlist after the deadline date.  Should financial resources become 

available to fund an individual or individuals during the academic year, 

individuals whose names appear next on the waitlist shall be contacted 

immediately.  

 

6.0 Obligations of Administering the Organization 
 

6.1 The GGPSP Administration office, which is comprised of the coordinator and 

support staff, shall ensure the application of this policy is in accordance with the 

National Policy Guidelines and mandate provided by the Directors. 

 

6.2 The GGPSP Administration office along with the Directors shall maintain a 

balanced budget and have no authority to incur a deficit.  Should a surplus be 

generated at the fiscal year end, the surplus will be maintained within the GGPSP. 

 

6.3 The GGPSP shall not accept responsibility for any previous financial 

commitments made by a student prior to applying for and receiving sponsorship 

under the GGPSP. 

 

7.0 Obligations of Students 
 

7.1 GGPSP shall only provide support for students with a serious intent to succeed in 

their post-secondary education.  Expectations are that the students will attend 

classes regularly, submit assignments as required by their programs, and apply 

themselves to their studies.  Students are expected to conduct themselves in such a 

manner to bring credit to their peers and to themselves.  

 

7.2 To continue to qualify for ongoing sponsorship a student must meet the following 

criteria: 

 

(a) Complete and pass all classes per semester with a 65% average.   
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(b) If the average is below 65% for a semester, a warning letter will be sent out to 

the student.  

 

(c) If the average is below 65% for two consecutive semesters funding may be 

discontinued. 

 

Students who do not meet the above requirements shall be disqualified from 

further funding for a period of one (1) year. 

 

7.3 It is mandatory that students inform the GGPSP Administration office of any 

dropped class(es).  Students who withdraw from a class(es) and fall below the 

full-time class load will no longer receive a living allowance and will be 

considered a part-time student. 

 

7.4 When calculating a student’s average for each semester, the GGPSP 

Administration office will calculate the following letter grades as indicated: 

 

(a) Failures will be as earned. 

 

(b) Incompletes and Deferrals must be completed by the end of the following 

semester otherwise calculated at 0%. 

 

(c) Withdrawals without permission or notifying the GGPSP administration will 

be calculated as 0%. 

 

8.0 Limits of Support 
 

8.1 All financial support available through the GGPSP shall be limited to the funding 

available to the member First Nations as provided by the Indigenous Services 

Canada. 

 

8.2 Support shall be provided to eligible students based upon the level of their 

applicable program of study.   The limits of support shall be as follows: 
 

(a) University Entrance Level (UEP):  

 

i. Students will only be supported up to the completion of two (2) 

semesters or one (1) year. 
 

(b) Level I – Technical Institute or College Programs: 

 

i. Students enrolled in technical institute or college programs leading 

to a Certificate or Diploma shall be eligible for funding up to the 

duration of the program. Short courses must be at least three (3) 

months in duration or longer.  
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(c) Level II – University Undergraduate Programs: 

 

i. Students enrolled in university undergraduate programs shall be 

eligible for the duration of the program with a maximum of 40 

months. 

 

ii. Except for programs that require full year program funding that 

exceeds the 40 month limit. 

 

(d) Level III – Masters’ and Professional Studies Program: 

 

i. Students enrolled in Masters/Professional Studies program shall be 

eligible for tuition, books, and materials/supplies funding only for 

the duration of their program. 

 

(e) Level IV – Doctorate Programs: 

 

i. Students enrolled in a Doctorate program shall be eligible for 

tuition, books, and materials/supplies funding only for the duration 

of their program. 

  

8.3 Assistance may be provided to students to complete only one (1) program at each 

level unless the Degree at the bachelor level is a prerequisite of an additional 

undergraduate degree or undergraduate courses. 

 

8.4 Students enrolled in college and university may be assisted for up to one (1) 

additional academic year per level if such an extension is approved in writing by 

the post-secondary coordinator.    

 

8.5 Students may be assisted in college studies after dropping out of university 

studies if not previously funded for college. 

 

8.6 Students who have completed a university, Masters, or Doctorate program, with 

or without assistance from GGPSP, are ineligible for program assistance for 

lower levels. 

 

8.7 Student support will not exceed the limits set out in paragraphs above.  Where 

students change programs within one (1) of the levels or temporary pause their 

studies the academic years or semesters used for each program within each level 

will be counted for assistance purposes.  

 

8.8 Students who become eligible for assistance and who have previously completed 

portion of post-secondary studies without assistance from this program may 

receive assistance for the balance of their program of studies but will not be 

reimbursed for previous expenses, providing funding is available. 
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8.9 If the demand for eligible students exceeds the funding available, selection 

priority criteria will apply as per local policies. 

 

8.10 Students receiving funding from GGPSP must declare support received from this 

program as a source of income when applying for social assistance. 

   

8.11 Students will not be eligible to change institutes or programs without the 

authorization from the GGPSP Coordinator.  If a student does change institutes 

or programs without authorization he/she will be responsible for the tuition.   

 

8.12 Private Institutions on the List of Designated Educational Institutions will be 

considered for funding.  Support may be provided to students attending private 

or foreign institutions at the least expensive comparable rate. 
 

8.13 Students with Disabilities – the applicant must submit a letter/assessment from a 

physician indicating their disability along with their application if additional 

support is required. 
 

8.14 Part-time Support: 

 

(a) Where a student is enrolled as a part-time student in their program of study the 

student shall be eligible to receive tuition and books/materials and supplies 

support only.  A student will be considered as a part-time student as defined 

by the institution. 

 

(b) Students enrolled in three (3) or more correspondence classes or other 

distance education courses will not qualify for a living allowance; however, 

may make application to the GGPSP Administration office for tuition and 

books/materials and supplies. 
 

(c) Students must take no less than two (2) classes on campus and one (1) by 

correspondence in order to qualify for living allowance. 

 

(d) Students registered as part-time (tuition and books/materials and supplies 

only) who withdraws from a class or classes within a semester will be 

disqualified from receiving any further support. After tuition fees have been 

repaid to GGPSP the student may apply for further support.   

 

9.0 Eligible Expense Support 
 

9.1 Tuition Support  

 

(a) Tuition support shall be provided to all eligible students enrolled in all levels. 
 

i. Students attending Canadian public institutions at the actual tuition 

rate, including compulsory students’ fees charged by the institution 

for a Canadian student; or 
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ii. Students attending private or foreign post-secondary institutions at 

the same tuition rate, or the tuition rate that is the least amount, 

including compulsory student fees, charged by the public or private 

Canadian institution nearest to the student’s place of residence 

(i.e.: that is – residence at the time of application) which offer the 

least expensive comparable program; or 

 

iii. Students attending private or foreign institutions will be capped at 

a maximum of $5,000.00 per semester. The sponsorship letter sent 

to the institution will reflect the maximum amount.  

 

iv. Students enrolled in a foreign institution at the actual tuition rate, 

including other compulsory student fees charged by the foreign 

institution, when it is demonstrated that there is no comparable 

program available at an institution in Canada.  

 

(b) Full-time Students registered will be covered under the Health and Dental 

plan provided at the institution.  The GGPSP Administration office will cover 

this cost within the tuition fees to the Institution. 

 

(c)  In order for students to opt out of this service, must be able to provide proof 

of alternate coverage. For example: 
 

i. Status Card. 

ii. A letter of status verification from Band Membership. 

iii. Parental insurance coverage. 

 

(d) Students who are eligible for assistance under the GGPSP and who 

permanently reside outside of Canada, may apply for support to attend a post-

secondary institution located within their country of residence, subject to the 

following conditions: 
 

i. payment of tuition fees will be paid equivalent to the currency of 

that country; 

 

ii. amounts paid for living allowances and book support will be paid 

in Canadian funds. 

 

9.2 Book Support 

 

(a) Full-time students are provided $500.00 (or actual cost) per semester to be 

applied to the cost of acquiring textbooks only for their program of study.   
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(b) Students who exceed the $500.00 book limit per semester will be reimbursed 

provided they submit original receipts based on book list requirement.  

 

(c) Students will not receive a book allowance when books are invoiced in the 

tuition.  

 

9.3 Travel Support 

 

(a) Full-time students who elect to commute daily from their home reserve or 

from their permanent place of residence, that is more than 90 kilometres away, 

rather than relocate to the city or town at which their post-secondary 

institution is situated shall be eligible for extra support to cover the costs of 

daily transportation.  This will be a monetary allowance of $250.00 per 

month. If living circumstances change you must notify the Post-Secondary 

Coordinator immediately.  

 

(b) Travel support may be extended to those students for whom travel is a 

requirement of their program of study (i.e.: practicum or internship). Students 

applying for this support must provide the GGPSP Administration office with 

a letter stating duration and mileage from the institute. GGFN band travel 

rates will apply. 
  

(c) Students who do not have a UPASS included in their tuition will receive the 

amount of $200.00 for the UPASS per semester.  
 
 

9.4 Student Fees include:  

 

(a) Registration fees. 

 

(b) Application Fees. 

 

(c) Transcript Fees. 

 

(d) Initial Professional Certification (One-time Assistance). 

 

9.5 Materials and Supplies may/can include:  

 

(a) Costs associated with the program of study. 

  
(b) Costs associated with practicums/internships. 

 

(c) Students must submit supporting documentation for the required materials and 

supplies for their program. This is separate from book allowance.  
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9.6 Guidance and Counselling/Social Work  

 

Tutorial Support Procedure – all students are encouraged to utilize the institution 

tutorial services before requesting from the PSSSP program: 

       

i. Student must submit a letter requesting tutorial support. 

ii. Confirmation that tutorial support is required. 

iii. A maximum of $150.00 per semester will provided for tutorial 

support. 

iv. All tutorial payments will be directly paid to the Tutor unless a 

receipt is provided. 

 

9.7 Student Living Allowances 

 

(a) Monthly Allowance – Single Student/Married or common-law spouse 

 

i. with 0 dependent ……………..$1,300 as per Canada student Loan 

ii. with 1 dependent ……………..$1,600  

iii. with 2 dependents ……………$1,800 

iv. with 3 dependents or more …. $2,000  

  

 Where two (2) students are married or common law to each other, one (1) of them 

will be designated as a married student, the other will be designated as a single 

student with no dependents. 

 

(b) Living allowances shall be paid in accordance with the rates as outlined. 

 

(c) To determine eligibility for receipt of living allowances, the onus shall be on 

each student to provide to the GGPSP Administration office documentation 

substantiating their full-time status at their post-secondary institution.  
 

i. Should a student withdraw or not receive a grade from a class(es) the 

onus shall be on the student to immediately advise the GGPSP 

Administration office. 

 

ii. Failure to do so will result in having future living allowance prorated 

to ensure that the tuition and/or living allowance for such class(es) is 

repaid to GGPSP. 

 

(d) Normally students do not qualify for living allowances during the Spring and 

Summer sessions. Students are encouraged to seek employment to gain 

meaningful work experience.  In special circumstances continuing students 

can apply for living allowance for the Spring or Summer semesters and may 

be funded subject to the following: 

 

i. application deadline date for Spring/Summer session is March 15th.  
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ii. the availability of student months. 

 

iii. it is the only time classes are offered during the academic year. 

iv. it is the requirement of the program (i.e.: SIIT, Sask Polytechnic). 

v. any student that attended Spring and Summer sessions must apply 

to be accepted for Fall/Winter sessions, unless they finish their 

program during the Spring and Summer session.  

 

(e) Students enrolled in three (3) or more correspondence classes or other 

distance education courses will not qualify for a living allowance; however, 

may make an application to the GGPSP Administration office for tuition and 

books/materials and supplies. 

 

(f) Students must take no less than two (2) classes on campus and one (1) by 

correspondence in order to qualify for living allowance. 
 

 Living allowance will be issued on the 3rd last banking day of each of month. 

 

9.8 Incentives  

 

9.8.1 The GGPSP Administration office may provide monetary incentives and awards 

to students sponsored under the GGPSP in recognition of academic achievement.  

 

Students are encouraged to apply for incentives or awards within 30 days or 

within the academic fiscal year of completion of program.  The awards available 

shall include the following: 

 

(a) Mid-term Incentive: 

 

i. Full-time students who are in good standing at December 1st of each 

year, meaning those who continue to meet the obligations for full time 

funding, shall receive a one-time payment of $500.00 on December 

15th as part of the living allowance provided for under this policy. 

 

ii. Part time students who are in good standing at December 1st of each 

year, meaning those who continue to meet the obligations for part time 

funding, shall receive a one-time payment of $250.00. 

 

(b) Short Course Incentive  

 

i. Student will be limited to one (1) short course incentive.  

 

ii. Short Course must be three (3) months or longer in order to be eligible.  
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iii. Short course Incentive shall be limited to Certificate (three-months or 

longer). 

 

Any student meeting the above criteria will be eligible for a one-time 

incentive of $250.00. 

 

9.8.2 Graduation Award 

 

(a) Graduation incentives will be issued to current full-time students.  

 

(b) Graduation awards shall be limited to the following: 

 

i. One-year Certificate- $500.00. 

 

ii. Two-year Diploma- $800.00. 

 

iii. Degree Certificate- $1,000.00. 
 

iv. Masters or Doctorate - $2,000.00. 

 

(c) Eligible students requesting for the award shall submit to the GGPSP 

Administration office the following: 

 

i. a formal letter requesting the graduation award. 

 

ii. official transcript of marks. 

 

iii. copy of certificate or a letter from the post-secondary institution 

confirming that the student has completed all requirements in their 

program of study. 

 

9.8.3 Academic Excellence Award 

 

(a) In order to be eligible for this award the student shall submit to the GGPSP 

Administration office the following: 

 

i. a formal letter requesting the academic excellence award. 

 

ii. transcript of marks for the two subsequent semesters. 
 

 

(b) Must be registered as a full-time student attending two (2) subsequent 

semesters at a post-secondary institution leading to a certificate, diploma or 

degree.  The value of the academic excellence award shall vary based on the 

student’s academic average attained during the course of the academic year as 

follows: 

 



 

George Gordon First Nation Post-Secondary  

Student Policy Manual – August 2021 
 

 

18 

         Overall Average for 

Academic Year 1st Year 2nd Year 3rd Year 4th Year  

     80-84% $200 $300 $800 $1300 

     85-89% $400 $500 $1000 $1500 

    90-100% $600 $700 $1200 $1700  

 

9.9 Child Care 

 

Students with dependents aged 0-12 years of age will be supported with a $300.00 

flat rate per student per month to assist with the cost of childcare.  

 

10.0 Accountability of Students 
 

10.1  Any student who fails to comply with the terms and conditions shall be subject to 

recovery of all living allowances paid to the student. The student will be 

discontinued from funding and placed in Group 5 (Section 5.1) of the Priority 

List.   

 

10.2 Students shall be responsible for drop fees and library fees.  
 

10.2.1 When it is suspected that a student has failed to comply with the terms and 

conditions as outlined, the following procedures shall apply: 
 

(a) The GGPSP Administration office shall write to the student advising of their 

findings; and, 

 

(b) The GGPSP Administration office shall arrange to recover from the student 

any living allowances as paid to the student for any semester or semesters in 

which violation of the policy has occurred. 

 

10.4.1 Unless otherwise agreed to by a student and the GGPSP Administration office, 

the following schedule shall apply to the recovery of living allowances: 

 

(a) For continuing students only, the amount owing to be recovered shall be 

deducted from the living allowance. 

 

(a) For students who do not continue, the amount owing to be recovered shall be 

deducted from future living allowance upon return to GGPSP. 

 

10.4.2 Any student misrepresenting their dependents or altering any documentations will 

be discontinued immediately. All costs paid on behalf of the student will be 

recovered. 

 

10.4.3 In the event a student fails to comply with these terms and conditions, the Post-

Secondary Co-ordinator shall be authorized by the Board of Directors to adhere to 

the policy. 
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11.0 Appeal Process 
 

11.1 Any student appeal will be submitted in writing to the Post-Secondary 

Coordinator. If the appeal is unresolved at this level it will then be taken to the 

Board of Directors for a final decision. 

 

11.2 Any decision made by the GGPSP Board of Directors pertaining to a student’s 

entitlement to receipt of sponsorship may be appealed by the student within seven 

(7) days of receipt of notice. Until such decision is overturned it shall be deemed 

valid. 

 

No appeal shall lie where such applications have been refused on the basis of 

unavailability of funds. 

 

11.3 Upon receipt of an appeal from a student under subsection 12.1 above, the Board 

of Directors shall hear the appeal. A date for such hearing shall be set within 

seven (7) days of the appeal request. 

 

11.4 Students may provide oral representation and any documents or written materials 

in support of their appeal to the Board of Directors. 

 

11.5 The Board of Directors shall render their decision based upon the written and oral 

representations provided by both parties in the appeal.  

 

11.6 All decisions of the Board of Directors shall be final.  

 

12.0 Grievance Procedure  
 

12.1  As per George Gordon Policy. 

 

13.0 Student Meetings 
 

13.1 The Post-Secondary staff and the Board of Directors, of the GGPSP 

Administration office shall meet to have a student orientation with students 

attending post-secondary institutions. The purpose of the meeting shall be to 

review and discuss any concerns of the students and review any policy changes. 

Student attendance is strongly recommended.    

 

14.0 Student Registry/Confidentiality 
 

14.1 The GGPSP Administration office shall maintain a student registry of all students 

sponsored, which will include a separate file for each student. Each file shall 
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include information on their application, academic records and details of all 

sponsorship.  

 

14.2   All student’s file are confidential and will not be released or communicated to any 

person(s) without the consent of a student.  

 

15.0 Student Contract 
 

15.1 Students who are in receipt of financial assistance under the GGPSP will be asked 

to read and sign a declaration.  The application with the signed declaration is 

confirmation that the student has reviewed the guidelines and is in agreement to 

terms and conditions set out within this policy manual. 

 

15.2 The original application will be returned to the GGPSP administration office and 

placed on the student file.   

 

16.0 Social Media Policy  
  
16.1  Students who post negative social media in regard to the George Gordon Post-

Secondary Education Program or the George Gordon administration will be 

reported to the Board of Directors for review (i.e.: Facebook, Instagram, 

Snapchat, Twitter, and all other social media platforms). 

 

 Upon review, a warning will be issued to the student. 

 If negative social media is not corrected, the student(s) funding will be 

suspended or terminated. 

 George Gordon Appeal Policy Procedures must be followed by all parties. 

 

17.0 Policy Review 
 

17.1 The Board of Directors, together with the staff of the GGPSP Administration 

office shall meet with in the month of June/July annually to review the policy and 

make any necessary changes and any interim policy adjustments.  

 

 
 


